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ve pf 4; a certain rigors whe me 

- bla | the Spleen, but your , ferious 

Thong ts. have very. much contributed 

to the Inprovement, as well as Enlarge 

ment of my Mind. In a Word, T am 
ſo perfectly well ſatisfy d with you, that. 

I can no longer defer giving you in Pub- 

lick my hearty Thanks for your zealous 

and honeſt Purſuit of ſo noble a Deſign, 
ds is that of opening the Eyes of your 
deeluded Countrymen. A Work, which 

Fou ſeem to me entirely qualify'd for, 

i . upon that very Account, for which ma- 
ny of your Readers have taken a diſtaſt 
to your Labours. In ſhort, . Men of a 
more than ordinary Philoſophical Tutn 
have thought chat you proceeded too 
| ſlowly in your Diſcoveries of Truth, and 

Would have you make a much quicker. 
Progreſs towards the Deſtruction of Su- 

perſtition, than you have hitherto done. 

Were you to -gratify the unreaſonable. 

Umnpatienes of thoſe Gentlemen, I fear 

that your weaker Pupils would hardly 

be able to keep pace with you; and 

Wu: _ were prop Diet -proper. 

, for. 


*. 
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Wr 2 turdy Philoſopher s Digeſtion, you 
might perhaps turn the Stomach of a 
puling Beginner in rhe Art of Reaſoning ; 
ſo that by an over-haſty purſuit of 
Truth, your Attempts to deſtroy vulgar 


Errors and remove Prejudices, would af. 


fect no Body but thoſe who. have long 
fince thrown them off, It is not a very 
difficult Task to bring the Generality of 
Mankind to comprehend and give their 
aſſent ro one ſimple Truth at a Time. 
Inſomuch that by gently leading them 
from one evident Truth to another, 
which as evidently follows, you may 
make the World agree to a Propoſition, 


whfth no Arguments could have brought 


them to yield to, had they apprehended 


your Drift at firſt ; for in that caſe Pre- > 
judice would have been working ſtrong⸗ 
ly againſt you from the very beginning. 


For theſe Reaſons, I cannot but hope, 


Wotthy Sir, that you will continue to 
proceed in the ſame flow but ſure Pace, 
in which you have ſet out. In the fe- 


cond of your Papers, I very well te- 


member, that you have compared your _ 


ſelf 
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ſelf to 2 very great . ; I would 
adyiſe you. to keep ſtrictly to that Me- 
raphor i in the preſent Caſe. An expert 
Commander, when he is attacking an 
Enemy's Country, takes an eſpecial Care 
to clear -all the Way. before him, as he 
marches, and never is ſo weak as to 
leave his Enemy poſleſs'd of any ſtrong 
Garriſon behind him, from whence he 
might ſally out and annoy him. In like 
manner, the Free-T, hinker in his March 

through | the hoſtile Land of vulgar Er- 
rors, ought to clear his Way, by demo- 


- liſhing every one in its proper Order 


and Place, and be ſure of leaving no 
ſtrong Hold of Prejudice behind him. 


For my Part, when. L ai e that 
yo ou have not * Philoſophy above 


* 18 


clare, chat 1 think you have performed 
Wonders. You have already endeavour- 


ed to inſpire a general Love of Truth, 


to diſcourage all falſe Reaſoning, to ſepa- 


rate eee e from 3 to keep 
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rrovely, 
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(7) 
d rrovetly, and to reſtore the Word Fana- * 
C- tick to its original Senſe. But indeed, 


a Quarter's Labour had been well em 
ploy'd, had your only Exploit been the 
reſcuing that noble Appellation of Free- 
Thinker from the univerſal Contempt and 
Odium ir lay under, which you have 
done by reſtoring it to its genuine and 
natural Signification It was fallen into 
the Hands of Men, who are as violently 
prejudiced againſt vulgar Notions, as o- 
thers are for them; and conſequently are 
as far fromm Thinking freely as the nioft 
zealous Bigots. * "Thiele Men were che 
Cauſe of its becoming 4 Reproach,” but 
by ydut prudent Management it is turn- 
ed into a Title of Reſpect, and now ſig- 
nifles the ſume as fear. All Reli 81. 
ons may” nom lay their Glaim to it, * 1 
cept the Popiſd; und no Religion dan 
defend: it ſelf again che Clan 'of tlie 
Chureh of Nome but by entering ih} | K 
your way of Thinting; and in pꝛopD.tr 
as” they deviate from that, they make 
dangerous Approaches to her. To con- 
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have called Free hinters, and Falſe-. 

Thinkers ; | but I ſhall at preſent conſider. 
our People under the Diviſions they are 
85 750 commonly, known by, of V and, 


nion, is comprehended ; in the former 


2 — ſubdivided us yer farther into % 


could, endeavoured do comprize Jour 
in the next place, lament with vou, the. 


and yet our freedom of Thought is far 


eee ehe 


le fx 8 * 
a Man, 1 takes up a Prejudice, 1 
out juſt Grounds againſt any Sort of Re- 
ligion, or int all Sorts, may. as, well 


call himſelf Feen. as a Free. 
| Think 4 7. * | | 


"Having i in as e Compaſs, a8 1 
| Nation of Free-Thinking, I cannot but, 
ſmall Number that practiſe it in England, 


beyond that of any other Nation in 
Europe. You have nobly divided this 
Illand into the Reaſonable and Unreaſon-, 
lle, which you might, in other Words, 


501 know ſome very politick Heads 


and Lom. Church; but this, in my Opi- 


iſe 


mg. 
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Diſtinction. For I ſhall. aha — 


„ 
E - 
* 
: 1 5 
* * 
. 
3 — — 


= 
* 


* 
N 


K 


5 
57 


. 


* 


2 
> 


5 


690 


to bees ia chebder und Arglabr the 


Church: Since the Man whoriwillicons 
tend for Tyranny in any one Place, may, 
by a parity of Reaſon, contend for it 


every where. hoon nnd dF. v7 


2 Uh BALLAD & \ 
Firſt this I profeſs my ſelf unable to 


ſee: how there can be an FreeeThinking 
in Points of great Importance amongſt 
the Tories or Higb-Church; Since all 
their Notions of Politicks are imbibed 
in their Infancy, and never thotoughly 
examined during the whole Cqurſe of 
their Life, although they are to be the 


Rules of all — . Nor. des it 


fare much better Mith. them as kertheir 
Religion; for generally ſp 
conſiſts of nothing but a particular Sett 


of Opinions, frameq by Men fa lliple like 


themſelves, which they take upon Truſt, 
without eyer conſulting how, far it agrees 
with a Chriſtian's real Rule ;of Faith. 
One might therefore, by the help of 


three or four very ſhort. Syllogiſms, 
prove, that the Body of our High- 
Orch. 2 are ſo, zealous. for 
B rhe 


57 


cakingrochar 
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the Church of Eagland, are at bottom ; 
en. Wach 1 eee 4 


to elegant 


meer 10 cannot adit a fa wy tt 
i a Grillen, is 08 75 4 | Heathen. 


4. Br he Body: if: the High. Church 
cannot properly 8 to be uri 
ba. e 


— the Body my eur » High. 
Gee ore zue. N 


Kab ee 
the Mir" or eee hich 
e ae 1 Oe 


—— not ae avi 
— tn the Chriftian Re- 
gion, EI Roy” wes 
1 ee. 


2. But the Tories * ay „ le the 
— gory in the- eben 
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72 Therefore the Tories cannot une 
e e e 3 


Here again our God Propoſition « on- 
ly can be ſound e 3 
good thus, - ; 


1. No Man can be ſaid on Haller a fer: 
due which be duh panini 


te But the High-Churchmen ih not 2 
Noe the Propoſitions of * rhe 
Chriſtian Religion confiſts: - | 


„eee cher —— 4 
dns the . 
oo the ne e d. ebf 


We thal . he: called wages 8 = 
malle Bood ner which Ade thus. | 


* e eee Propoſition | . 
r bs 5 


ne — Tories < not: 7 
Propeſttiam contained in en. 
Neligion. B 2 3 


eee the" Tories ta e 


tand the Propaſitions.contained in tbe 


5 Corifizas 2 | 
nd noir boos) en 


Therefore they mas terer Ai | 
therefore they are not properly Chriſti- 
ans; therefore they are in reality Hea- 


thenis: And tis from your Care and A- 


bilitiæs Alone, Mr! Free;Zhinker, that I. 


expect the Converſion . aan to > Chri- 
gre "a (1257: Te ii. }- IS X28 A 
$4 ich oa TOLL OO DOLL TENDED. prom AN 
Let us, in ther Next anita; hte how 
much true Freedom of Thought there is 
amompſt the Whigs or Lom burt hen. 
As'fotythe: Diſenters, who make a very 
conſiderable Party, they are (many of 


them) ſtill as ſtrongly bigotted againſt 


rriflinig"Ceremonios,) as! they are zealous 


for the moſt important Points of their 


Faith, and therefore, in my Opinion, are 
nor nuch berter Chiiſtians than - che To 
ries. As. ſor the generality of thoſe that 


are called Chyrch-Whigs, they are indeed 


Th bat wen Mankind to 


„ r LF _ A . _ yFj+  a-_ 


hw &A. 
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„5 | 

ons and Limitations; as deſtroy rhe good 
Effect that Free-Thinking can have. They 
uſe the Laity juſt like a Horſe turn'd 


out to Graſs, to take his Liberty, but 
wich ſuch a Clog at his Foot, as une 


permits him to walk croſs the Ground, 
much leſs to leap over the Encloſures, if 
he ſhould like the neighbouring Field 
better than that helis in. In a Word, 

except one ſmall handful of Men, who 
have boldly riſen up of late in Defence 


Religious Points, I can ſcarcelycfind one 


real Free:Thinker in Great Britain. A 
the teſt have gotten ſome one favburite 
Notion or another: to byaſs them, which 


they: have taken up upon Truſt, and 


ſeem reſolved not to 1 with upon 195 
dep whatſoeyer: |. 2 al | 


ef: Coe. 3 
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Though it may be looked upon as an 


Aﬀeant to my Qotintrymen,/i yeero ſhew, 
my ſincere and open way of dealing 
with you, I ſhall not \ſcruple to aſſirm, 
chat I look upon this as Nation of 
goa — We are apt to run away 
* with 


of Humane Lileriy and Common Senſe in | 
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with any new Notion, if ir An hes 


carry along with it any tolerable appea- 


rance of Truth; and it is no ſmall difft- 


_ calty ! to convince us of the 
Tallacy: A plauſible Argument well 


worded ſhall generally get the better of 
- Tblid Senſe, and if our Ears are bur pleaſ- 
ed, we ſeldom enquire vrhether it is with 


Neaſon or no. Quacks in Phyſick, I 


Quacks/in\Politicks;' and Quacks in Di- 
vinity, have always met with Succeſs in 
lying to à Regular Phyfician, till our 
Diſeaſe is. almoſt paſt cute. Thus fre- 

quently; when the Gentlemen who flou- 
riſh ar the Sign of the Avodyne Necklace, 
have by their Tinfures and Specifics en- 
tirely deſtroyed a Patients good 
ſtitution, he is fore d to undergo a Re. 


in order to 'retover the Dune they 
hun done him in a fc,w Days. Thus 


alſo have we ſeen a celebrated Quack in 
Politicks, who by one Pacifick Doſe has 
ſo endangered the Conſtitution of a 


wee Nation, ene Veats Regular 


lar Courſe of Phyſick for ſome Vears, 


N- | 
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Management has ſcarcely been able to 
retrieve it. And I very much fear chat 
my Friend the Free-Thinker will find, 
that the Quacks in Divinity have been 
ſo very alſiduous in ſpreading their Poy- 
ſon, that a Courſe of ſome Years, honeſt 
Free-Thinking will ſcarce prove ſufficient 
to root out the Evil, that theſe falſe Da- 
ors. have done, And as long as the 
Impoſtors in the three above-mentioned 
Profeſſions, ſhall continue. to gild their 
Pills well, they will never want for 
nes evough to ſwallow chem. 


"© Half:Thinkers, Sis. are your greateſt 
Enemies, and indeed the moſt unhappy 
part of Mankind, for they are always 
in Uncertainties, and never know 
of any one Thing, to make them ſure 
| whether they are in the Right or in the 
Wrong, Their unlucky ſmatrering in 
every Thing, affords them Matter e, 
nough to appear learned to theſe, Who 
we even weaker than themselves; and 


that appearance of Knowledge is ſeldom 
employed, but in order to propagate 


* 8 ſome 
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Freren 
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Dome Falſhood.. Thus we cen W t 

1 thorough Inſight into Nature, fixes a 
Man in che belief of a Divinity; whete- 
as the ſux perficial Philoſopher, in all pro- 
babilry, proves an Aiheiſt. Thus like 
wiſe, a partial Thinking in points of Re- 


ligion produces a Bigot and a Perſecu- 


tor, whereas a true Notion of it makes a 
Man benevolent- and full of Latitude. 


Again, a ſmattering in Logick generally 
leads a Man into Sophiſtry and Quibble, 


whereas the true Logician attains to 
ſound Reaſoning and. Free-Thinking. In 


mort, when any Man thinks by halves, 


it is a very great Chance if he ever hap- 
Br pens to be in the Right. Theſe there - 


fore are the Men I would have you guard 
againſt, and if poſlible bring over to a 
right Way of Reaſoning. 


much leſs trouble in convincing ten Men 


who had never uſed themſelves to think 


at all, than in reforming one of theſe, 


Who have always been accuſtomed to a 


u Fey T arr oe 
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in ier to W cheſe Gentlemen, 2 


Sir, you muſt cut down the main Prop 


of all Falſe-Thinking, which is Prejudice; 
you have already declared open War a- 
gainſt it, and therefore I hope you with 
pardoh me, if I preſume to offer a few 
of my looſe Thoughts upon that Subje&+ 
Prejudices are of two ſorts, either they 
ace | againſt Things, or elſe they are a- 
gainſt Perſons; I fear we ſhall find that 
the larter are generally the true Cauſe 
of the former. It is not to be deny d, 
but that there are ſome Prejudices againſt: 
Things, which we ſuck in like Milk in 
our Infancy, as againſt Popery, againſt 
Presbytery, &c. before we ſo much as 
know what the Words mean. But even 
theſe I fear are taught us, only becauſs  - 
fixing theſe Imputations aſterwards upon 
any one, ſhall make the Perſon odious 
ro us. - But leaving theſe Infant Preju- 
dices alone, we may in general venture 
to affirm, That Mankind ſeldom if erer 
ale 0. an eee to * Doctrine, 

C bur 


* 5 3 
but becauſe they before had an FRY 


thy to the Teacher. Thus a Sermon 
can be preached and printed, wherein 


Liberty of. private Judgment is aſſerted in 


its full Extent; and becauſe Thomas Sher. 
bet, D. D. Maſter of the Temple, fortu- 
nately ſtands in the Title — there. 
fore it was an excellent Diſeourſe, and 
agree able to rhe Doctrine of our Church. 
The very ſelf. ſame Notions in ſome few 
Years after this, , happen to be preached 
and printed; but now becauſe Benjamin 
Biſhop af Bangor ualuckily chances to be 
in the Frontiſpiece, ; the Sermon is abo · 
minable, and nothing can more tend to 


than the Tenets taught in ir. In the 
Bye of any reaſonable Man, this muſt 
.paſs. for meer perſonal Prejudice, and: I 
doubt not but you are from this Inſtance 
conyine d, that the People of Great Bri- 
tain, judge of Things only by Perſons. 
So long as Truth muſt not paſs current, 
unleſs we know from what Hand it 


- cames, * much ahi an honeſt 


830 Free- 


the Deſtruction of the Church of. England 


ding * 


wy. 


Free-Thinker will be able to do any Dy a 
It mult therefore be a great part of your 
Labour to remove all Prejudices of "his 

Nature, and to convince the World, that 
Truth, were it told us by the Devil, is 
not to be rejectod. Take away the re- 
gard to Perſons in Point of Controver- 
ſy, and it will be eaſy to reconcile Man-; 
kind to the juſteſt and trueſt Opinions. 
The Reaſon is plain; for in the Antipa- 
thy to a Man's perſonal Chatacter, Peo- 
ple ate apt ta be hurry'd away by. Pak 
ſion; whereas, if the Teacher were (us 
of their View, the Doctrine it {elf natn · 
rally falls under a cool Confideratiom. 
From what I have faid, I believe every 
true Free- Tbiuter will wich me declare, 
That the whole Hereſy of the Bifbop of 

Bangor s Sermon lies in the Tire Pag 
that being the only place in which: * | 


ſees from, he Orthodox Dr. ineoke 


* 1 3 1 follow this, 
will be, From whence .do,theſe violent 
Prejudicos ariſe, | and how, can ic happen 


— 


OY 

that the generality of the Laity ſhould 
be brought to have an Averſion for a 
Man, whoſe only great Endeavour has 
been to free them from Slavery, and to 
aſſert their Rights and Privileges, more 
eſpecially, againſt the Uſurpations of ot 
Churchmen? A Man would ſcarce be- tk 
lieve this could be the Caſe, and yet in 1 A 
fact it is ſo: nay, and I can give a clear 
Reaſon, why it cannot poſſihly be other- 
wife. For lock rfirough the Education 
e but Children i in this Mand, and you 
will Rack thinind ſooner does the Dawn 
of:ReHoh appear, chan theTnfantiis hur- 
mudiaway to School : There his Maſter 
(beſides. tedeking him a little Grammar; 
aud ſome ſtraps of the 'Cliſſcks)" being a 
Frieſt himſolf, and in aff probability a 
very high vne too, takes particular Care 
t inſtill into him an implicire Obedience 
to the Cuche that is, to ſuch Church- 
men as have the happineſs to be in his 
good Grades, and at tlie ſame time ac- 
cuſtomes him to name with Horror and 
s Deteſtatton- any of — worthy Gen! 
„ ; tlemen 
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tlemen in Holy Orders, who have ever 
declared againſt the unreaſonable Power 
of the Clergy. When che Boys Genius 
is ripe enough for a ſmattering of Logick, 
Phyſicks, Ge. he is diſpatch'd away to 
one of our two famous Univerſities: And 
there (if he does not by a peculiar lucky 
Accident meet with a Guide, of a diffe- 
rent Stamp from the generality) he is 
ſure to loſe the little Learning he brought 
from School; but in the room of it, im- 
proves very much in his narrow Notions 
of Things, and ill- grounded Averſions 
to particular Perſons. And when this 
liberal Education has render d him fit for 
nothing, but to be a Tool to Prieſtiy 
Ambition, he is launch d out into the 
World, and can neither become a Friend 5 
to the Conſtitution of his Country, nor 
to the truę Intereſts of Religion, nor a 
proper Judge of any one Notion in Poli- 
ticks or Divinity, till he hath unlearned 
= thing, but the Claſſcks; that he was 
taught during the firſt twenty Years of 

7 | ro 
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to deny, but chat there may be ſome 
Colleges, as well as Schools, Where a 
Man may learn to be 4 faithful Subject 
to King George, and a true Member of 
the Church of Chriſt; I am now'ſpeak- 
ing of infinitely the greater Number of 
Tutors and School-Maſters in England ; 
by whom the | Lads are educated with 
ſuch Prejudices, that it requires rhe 
ſtrongeſt Genius to be ever able to over - 
come them. And that this has been the 


Caſt ever ſince the late glorious Revolu- 
tion, the corrupt Principles of our Gen- 
try, the ſeditidus Behaviour of moſt of 
dur Clergy, and the general Diſaffection 
of o Commonalty plainly demanſtrate, 
Good God] That the Mothers of Arts 
and Stiences, that che very Semitiaries 


of Learning, ſhould favour. the Cauſe of I © 
a Prince, whoſe Religion * _ 
n of ee | : 
© "ads "1458 6} 1 is 2 
Nee to dwell. 200 W * to. ve- 5 

1 melancholy a Subject, as is that of 


# 


the 'Education of our Youth at pteſent ; 
. 


— 
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you. may ſee from what I haye already | 
ſaid, how numerous and how ſtrong the 
Enemies are, with whom you muſt en- 
counter. Your undertaking to root out - 
 Prejudices, is a difficult, bur glorious 
Task, and I hope in the end will prove 
ſucceſsful. Truth, if it once comes to 
be patiently heard, has ſuch irreſiſtible 
Charms, that it muſt prevail over Fal- 
ſhood and all its. Artifices. Continue 
therefore to diſpenſe out your Lectures 
with true Moderation; be zealous. in 
the Cauſe of Virtue and Morality, de- 
rect, the baſe Practiſes of ambitious and 
deſigning Prieſts, and never fail to give 
due Praiſes to the Meek and Chriſtian 
Clergymen of this Nation, whom I loox 
upon as Fellow-Labeurets with 8 
Deſpair not, though you ſtould not al- 
ways meet with that favourable Recep- FE: 
tion from the World, which your honeſt 
Intentions deſerve; and aſſure your ſelf, | | 
that all wiſe and honeſt Bim, whe- | 
ther Laymen or Eccleſiaſticks, will ſup- 
por you upon. al Occaſions: So, not 
doubting 
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